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About the Palos Verdes Peninsula
Poised above coastal bluffs with sweeping views of the Pacific 
Ocean, Terranea (terraNAY-a) Resort debuted in June 2009 as 
the only luxury destination resort on the Los Angeles coast. 
The Mediterranean-inspired resort provides a sophisticated 
retreat for guests with a relaxed ambiance and panoramic 
seascape views. Celebrated for its natural beauty, the 102-acre 
estate features 582 guestrooms and suites. Terranea is located 
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, one of Southern California’s 
most scenic and coveted coastlines overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean and Catalina Island. Guests will enjoy a tranquil escape 
in this natural haven, conveniently located 30 minutes from 
both Los Angeles International and Long Beach airports and 
just 30 miles southwest of downtown Los Angeles.

2016 ALFA International Construction  
Practice Group Seminar

July 27 -29, 2016 
Terranea Resort 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California

Hosted by ALFA International’s  
Construction Practice Group

When better than a Presidential Election year to join the debate over 
the state of the construction industry? Where better than the beautiful 
coastline of Southern California to meet with industry leaders, renew old 
friendships, make new ones, and participate in the discourse?

We invite you to join us this summer at the breathtaking Terranea Resort 
just outside of Los Angeles, California for the 2016 ALFA International 
Construction Practice Group symposium: “Construction Campaign 
Challenges: Addressing the State of the Industry 2016.”

Amidst the backdrop of the 2016 party conventions and the race for the 
White House, the ALFA International Construction Practice Group is ready 
to dive into the critical legal, financial, and policy issues facing our global 
and American construction industry. The industry has been through 
a decade of ups and downs, and the challenges facing construction-
related businesses are more difficult than ever. But, like any debate, there 
are two (or more) sides. And we are ready to engage with you and the 
other attendees of this bi-annual symposium to share ideas and develop 
new ones.

This year’s diverse program is again broken down into three “tracks”: 
“The Business of Construction: Risk and Resolving Commercial 
Disputes,” “Personal Injury and Property Damage Claims on 
Construction Projects” and “Design, Construction Defect and 
Insurance Litigation.” General counsel, risk managers and insurance 
professionals alike will benefit from the timely, comprehensive and 
practical information presented, opportunities for networking, exchange of 
ideas and maybe even some inspiration!

Join the candidates who have already stepped forward to be a part of 
this fun-filled and educational event. Join other construction industry 
leaders and ALFA International’s Construction Practice Group to connect, 
brainstorm and stay ahead of the curve on the changes, trends and 
opportunities in the industry at beautiful Terranea Resort. 

Grace Garcia
Program Co-Chair, 2016 Construction Practice Group Seminar
MORRISON MAHONEY LLP
Boston, Massachusetts

Brett Marston
Program Co-Chair, 2016 Construction Practice Group Seminar
GENTRY LOCKE
Roanoke, Virginia

CONSTRUCTION  
CAMPAIGN CHALLENGES 
The State of the Industry in 2016

WHAT IS  
ALFA INTERNATIONAL?
ALFA International is the premier network of 
independent law firms. Founded in 1980, ALFA 
International is the first and continues to be one of the 
largest and strongest legal networks. We have 145 
member firms throughout the world. Our 80 U.S. firms 
represent 95 of the 100 largest metropolitan areas. Our 
65 international firms are located throughout Europe, 
Asia, Australia/New Zealand, Africa, Canada, Mexico 
and South America.

ALFA International’s mission is to provide high quality, 
cost efficient legal services wherever our clients 
need them. The ALFA International model enables 
our members to use their local expertise to deliver 
highly effective legal solutions, often drawing upon the 
collective wisdom and experience of other member 
firms. ALFA International clients benefit from a 
geographically comprehensive network of exceptional 
law firms and accomplished trial and business counsel. 
Our member firms meet high standards to be part of 
the ALFA International network and are well respected 
by their peers in the legal and business community.



Wednesday, July 27, 2016

12:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  REGISTRATION  
Lobby Bar Terrace West

12:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  FACULTY PRACTICE  
Palos Verdes 4

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Spa-ahhhh! Relax and Restore
Women’s Initiative Event
Cove Terrace

Join your female colleagues, unwind, and get pampered before the 
conference gets underway. Relaxing hand or shoulder massages 
and polish changes will be offered to get you all 
set for the rest of your stay. With our Spa-ahhhh 
event being held on the outdoor terrace, you 
can enjoy light refreshments and mingle with 
others while enjoying the beauty of the amazing 
Terranea Resort.

Katie Gorrie
Women’s Initiative Practice Group Liaison
JOHNSON & BELL, LTD.
Chicago, Illinois

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  ALL-ATTORNEY MEETING  
Palos Verdes 3

6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Coastal Breeze Kickoff 
Reception, Dinner  
& Registration
Catalina Terrace & Lawn

All attendees are invited for 
dinner, drinks and live music 
outside on the stunning 
Catalina Lawn. Relax into a 
Southern California mindset 
while reconnecting with 
your industry and ALFA 
International colleagues and 
making new connections. 
This night is casual so 
please come as you are; 
jeans are encouraged!

Thursday, July 28, 2016

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

NETWORKING BREAKFAST
Palos Verdes Terrace

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

PROGRAM SESSIONS
Palos Verdes 1-4

8:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.

Welcome Remarks
Gary Bague
ALFA International Vice Chairman of the Board
HAIGHT, BROWN & BONESTEEL
Los Angeles, California

Ian Frank
Construction Practice Group Chair
FRANTZ WARD LLP
Cleveland, Ohio

Grace Garcia
Construction Practice Group Program Co-Chair
MORRISON MAHONEY LLP
Boston, Massachusetts

Brett Marston
Construction Practice Group Program Co-Chair
GENTRY LOCKE
Roanoke, Virginia

8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

THE GREAT CONSTRUCTION DEBATE:  
A PASSIONATE EXCHANGE OF INDUSTRY 
PERSPECTIVES
Observers of all political stripes view the upcoming Presidential election as a watershed moment 
in our nation’s history. Before campaign appearances became predictable, made-for-TV events, 
debates were used to hone the candidate’s message, educate the audience and (maybe) change 
people’s minds! The greatest elections are transformational, inspiring iconic messages such as: 
“Happy Days Are Here Again;” “A Chicken in Every Pot;” and even, “It’s The Economy, Stupid!” 
Ronald Reagan asked: “Are You Better Off Now Than You Were Four Years Ago?” Well, are 
you? Hear this slate of experts from all construction industry sectors – design, construction, 
suretyship, and insurance –debate the state of the industry, its opportunities and challenges, and 
what the future may hold. Is it true that we’ve had “Change We Can Believe In?” Ask not what 
your industry can do for you, ask what you can do for your industry!

MODERATOR

Benton Barton
HALL & EVANS LLC
Denver, Colorado

PANELISTS

Cynthia Stevens
Associate General 
Counsel, U.S. Litigation
JACOBS 
ENGINEERING 
GROUP, INC.
Pasadena, California

Bill Quatman
Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel
BURNS & MCDONNELL
Kansas City, Missouri

Kevin McGrath
Vice President 
of Licensed 
Professionals Claims
BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY SPECIALTY 
INSURANCE
New York, New York

Frank Lanak
Executive Vice 
President, Bond Claims
TOKIO MARINE HCC, 
SURETY GROUP
Los Angeles, California

Kelly TerWisscha
CEO, Chairman 
of the Board
TERWISSCHA 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
St. Cloud, Minnesota

9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. BREAK



BREAKOUT 
SESSION TRACKS

Five breakout sessions are offered, 
three on Thursday and two on Friday. 
Each breakout session offers you a 
choice among three presentations. 
The general track themes and 
offerings for each time slot are listed 
below. You are not required to stay 
within one track, so please feel free 
to choose various track presentations 
throughout the conference.

TRACK I

  Business of 
Construction

TRACK LEADERS:

Jim Archibald
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

Chris Ward
STRASBURGER & PRICE, LLP
Dallas, Texas

TRACK 2

  Personal Injury  
and Property 
Damage Claims

TRACK LEADERS:

Reed Grimm
TAYLOR DAY GRIMM & BOYD
Jacksonville, Florida

David Stechow
PLUNKETT COONEY
Detroit, Michigan

TRACK III

  Design, 
Construction 
Defect and 
Insurance 
Litigation

TRACK LEADERS:

Michael Gibson
HIGGS, FLETCHER & MACK
San Diego, California

Bob deRosset
YOUNG MOORE AND HENDERSON P.A.
Raleigh, North Carolina

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Session 1

TRACK I: 

Health of the 
Subcontractor 
Sector: Current 
Trends Examined
Fluctuations in the economy 
create unique challenges for 
subcontractors. The resurgent 
economy has certainly 
benefitted many subcontractors, 
but has also created challenges 
for others while the overall 
construction market stabilizes. 
This panel will examine from a 
legal and practical perspective 
how general contractor and 
subcontractor relationships 
and challenges are being 
approached.

MODERATORS

Al DiVincentis
HALLORAN SAGE
Hartford, Connecticut

Gerald (Jerry) Clay
CLAY CHAPMAN IWAMURA 
PULICE & NERVELL
Honolulu, Hawaii

PANELISTS

Douglas Schrift
Managing Director, 
Construction Services
AON
Charlotte, North Carolina

Greg Holness
General Counsel
PERMASTEELISA 
NORTH AMERICA
Hartford, Connecticut

TRACK II: 

Undocumented 
Workers in the 
Workforce
Uy, eso duele! Au to boli! Ouch 
that hurts! – Regardless of 
whether you work in a red state 
or a blue state, undocumented 
alien workers are working on 
your projects. Some become 
injured. This panel will discuss 
issues contractors face in 
screening and hiring employees, 
training and educating a bilingual 
work force in work place safety, 
and in managing injury claims 
by undocumented workers, 
whether yours or another 
contractor’s employees.

MODERATOR

Joe Carini
JOHNSON & BELL, LTD.
Chicago, Illinois

PANELISTS

Jim Bennett
Director of Insurance and Risk
AUSTIN INDUSTRIES
Dallas, Texas

Deb Boyd
Senior Claims Manager
GRANITE CONSTRUCTION
Tampa, Florida

TRACK III: 

Privity Exceptions 
for Claims 
Against Design 
Professionals 
Clarified
The legal landscape of 
the construction industry 
is becoming increasingly 
hazardous for design 
professionals. The traditional 
safeguards afforded design 
professionals can, however, still 
provide reasonable protection 
if carefully considered. A 
distinguished panel of experts 
will clarify the law that applies 
to a claim by a party against 
a design professional with 
whom the party has no privity. 
Although many states have 
relaxed the privity requirement 
and follow the Restatement 
(Second) of Torts § 552, there 
are still legal hurdles that apply 
to the non-privity party’s claim 
against a design professional, 
hurdles that may vary depending 
on whether the case is brought 
in state or federal court.

MODERATOR

E. Tyron Brown
HAWKINS PARNELL 
THACKSTON & YOUNG LLP
Atlanta, Georgia

PANELISTS

Eileen Jenkins
National Manager, Major Claims 
& Construction Defect
TRISTAR INSURANCE GROUP
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Melanie Brown
Manager
MARKEL CORPORATION
Chicago, Illinois

Thomas Zawistowski
Assistant Vice President
IRONSHORE
New York, New York

Paul Goldenberg
LORANCE & THOMPSON
Houston, Texas







10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 

BREAK

10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Session 2

TRACK I: 

Current Twists 
and Turns in the 
Damages Labyrinth
A thorough understanding of 
potential damages that can be 
recovered under a construction 
contract and the effect of 
particular contract provisions on 
those potential damages is key to 
risk mitigation before executing a 
construction contract, as well as 
after claims are made. This panel 
will explore available damages and 
the enforceability of provisions 
for liquated damages, waivers of 
consequential damages, prevailing 
parties, and other contract clauses 
that can significantly impact 
recoverable damages. The panel 
will provide practical guidance 
on how to pursue and defend 
against damage claims, including 
the interplay with payment and 
performance bonds.

MODERATOR

Chris Ward
STRASBURGER & PRICE, LLP
Dallas, Texas

PANELISTS

Scott Olson
Vice President, Director, 
Contractor Support Services
SURETEC INSURANCE COMPANY
Austin, Texas

Ira Sussman
Assistant Vice President, Claims
RLI CORP
Chicago, Illinois

TRACK II: 

In – or – Out? 
Pros and Cons of 
In-House versus 
Retained Experts
Super expert or hometown star? 
Experienced litigation experts 
know their value to a case and 
often make you pay for it. But is it 
always worth it? In a legal system 
that provides parties with free 
range over selecting (and paying) 
experts, when is it best to fund the 
“SUPER EXPERT” or when may 
the in-house professional yield 
the same result? This panel will 
discuss the process of identifying 
experts in ongoing litigation, and 
focus on the benefits and threats 
parties face when determining 
whether to use an in-house expert 
or a retained expert.

MODERATOR

Mark Nasr
PLUNKETT COONEY
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

PANELISTS

Gary Ganick
Corporate Risk Manager
SMITH SECKMAN REID
Nashville, Tennessee

David Royer
Vice President & General Counsel
AREVA
Lynchburg, Virginia

Craig Allen
LEITNER WILLIAMS DOOLEY 
NAPOLITAN, PLLC
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
 
 
 

TRACK III: 

Class Warfare 
Against Building 
Products
Class action lawsuits are typically 
the most frustrating and expensive 
litigation faced by companies 
today. For several years now, the 
building products industry has 
been knee-deep in them. There 
have been some good outcomes, 
but often achieved at great 
expense. This panel will discuss 
current trends and strategies for 
defending construction products 
class actions.

MODERATOR

Chuck Stewart
BRADLEY ARANT
Montgomery, Alabama

PANELISTS

Shaw McGraw
Vice President & General Counsel
TREMCO INCORPORATED
Cleveland, Ohio

Todd Fulks
Associate General Counsel
CLAYTON HOMES
Maryville, Tennessee

Erik Norton
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP
Columbia, South Carolina

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

BREAK







12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Session 3

TRACK I: 

Public Private 
Partnerships: 
Can P3 Rebuild 
America’s 
Infrastructure?
P3 may offer the best hope 
for funding the massive 
round of new infrastructure 
projects that many believe 
are necessary to repair and 
modernize America’s crumbling 
infrastructure. The panel will 
describe the advantages offered 
by P3, the reasons P3 offers 
politicians an attractive way to 
undertake major construction 
projects without state and 
local governments incurring 
burdensome debt, recent 
legislative developments across 
the country, and the importance 
of having legislation in place to 
support successful P3 projects, 
Evolving views of best practices 
for a successful P3 Projects, the 
insight into the most appropriate 
contracts and effective ways to 
shift, share and ensure against 
risks.

MODERATOR

David LeBas
NAMAN HOWELL SMITH & LEE
Austin, Texas

PANELISTS

Rodney Moss
Senior Vice President and 
Regional Managing Director
AON RISK SOLUTIONS
Dallas, Texas

Cody Webb
General Counsel
ZACHRY CONSTRUCTION
San Antonio, Texas

Sean Morley
FASKEN MARTINEAU
Toronto, Canada

TRACK II: 

Take your gun to 
work? Open and 
Concealed Carry 
of Firearms in the 
Office and on the 
Jobsite
In the wake of recent shooting 
and terrorist incidents both at 
home and abroad, gun rights 
are at the forefront of political 
debate preceding the 2016 
presidential and congressional 
elections. Congress and state 
legislatures are debating rights 
and restrictions related to the 
purchase, possession and 
carrying of firearms. National 
and State executive orders 
have been issued to limit the 
purchase, possession and 
carrying of firearms. Private 
property owners and lessees 
must decide whether they 
will permit their employees, 
customers and/or clients to 
bring guns onto the business 
premises. In the construction 
field, owners, contractors and 
subcontractors all must navigate 
state laws permitting concealed 
and/or open carry and also 
permitting private property 
owners and tenants to restrict 
carry on private property. The 
panel will discuss concealed and 
open carry laws and restrictions, 
as well as “bring your gun to 
work” laws. The panel will also 
address potential OSHA and civil 
liability exposure for accidental 
or intentional shootings.

MODERATOR

Spencer Wiegard
GENTRY LOCKE
Roanoke, Virginia

PANELISTS

David Meyers
Assistant General Counsel
GILBANE BUILDING COMPANY
Brookfield, Wisconsin

Doug Cole
Vice President and 
General Counsel
ECS
Chantilly, Virginia

TRACK III: 

The Buck Stops 
Where?: The 
New Deal for 
Additional Insured 
Endorsements And 
Risk Transfer In 
The 21st Century
At the same time the universe of 
potential claims has expanded 
(e.g., cybersecurity), legislatures, 
courts and insurance carriers 
have been delineating the 
risks that can and cannot be 
transferred. Over the past 10 
years, the scope of indemnity 
obligations and covered claims 
has changed. A trend has 
developed of spreading the 
risk among more stakeholders, 
moving away from traditional 
risk shifting platforms. Risk 
management practices must be 
adapted accordingly.

MODERATOR

Robert deRosset
YOUNG MOORE AND 
HENDERSON, PA
Raleigh, North Carolina

PANELISTS

Trevor Saccente
Senior Claims Attorney
HCC SPECIALTY
New York, New York

Paul Graves
Counsel
QBE NORTH AMERICA
Madison, Wisconsin

Ted Wickenhauser
Vice President,  
Risk Management
MCCARTHY
St. Louis, Missouri

Elaine Moss
BROWN & JAMES
St. Louis, Missouri

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

LUNCH

Palos Verdes Terrace

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Afternoon  
at the Pool
Resort Family Pool Cabanas

Enjoy the last session of the day 
at the reserved pool-side cabanas 
for ALFA International guests only. 
You will have the opportunity to 
meet other attendees, enjoy the 
beautiful Terranea pool deck, or 
simply rest with a beverage, snack 
or lounge chair.

Palos Verdes Meadows

Between the beaches and 
mountains, it’s easy to forget that 
California is home to some of the 
richest farmland anywhere – and 
tonight guests will get to experience 
it firsthand! Enjoy cocktails and 
a buffet dinner while soaking up 
the sights, sounds and flavors of 
California.

6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Farm to 
terraneA

Cocktails &  
Buffet Dinner







Friday, July 29, 2016

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

NETWORKING  
BREAKFAST

Palos Verdes Terrace

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SESSIONS

Palos Verdes 1-4

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Session 4

TRACK I: 

Building Overseas: 
The Unique 
Challenges of 
International 
Construction
Construction is an increasingly 
international business, and many 
contractors maintain offices and 
perform construct projects all 
over the world. The “normal” 
challenges of a construction 
project are magnified when 
the various project participants 
come from different countries. 
This panel will discuss the 
challenges of dealing with foreign 
governments and labor forces on 
a construction project, along with 
the complexities of international 
dispute resolution. Among other 
things, the panel will address 
some of the unique features of 
an international construction 
arbitration proceeding, including 
detailed statements of claim, limits 
on discovery, limits on witness 
preparation, direct testimony by 
sworn written statements, and 
cross-examination through a 
translator.

MODERATOR

Jim Archibald
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT 
CUMMINGS LLP
Birmingham, Alabama

PANELISTS

David Bashford
Associate General Counsel
FIRST SOLAR
Tempe, Arizona

Larry Borda
Head of Claims (International)
BEAZLEY INSURANCE COMPANY
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

David Savage
CHARLES RUSSELL SPEECHLYS
London, England

TRACK II: 

The Building 
Code and Beyond: 
Government’s Role 
in Construction 
and Construction 
Litigation
From the mountains to the 
prairies, to the oceans white 
with foam, municipal, state, 
and federal agencies play an 
active and significant role in 
the construction industry. This 
program will examine the role of 
government in your construction 
project from the impact of building 
codes and regulations, product 
and material approval, permitting, 
and inspection of work. This 
panel will also provide industry 
insight on how contractors, 
designers, and material suppliers 
establish working relationships 
with these governing bodies and 
explore legal exposure when 
contractors or designers run afoul 
of the Building Code or other 
governmental requirements.

MODERATOR

Chris Mueller
TAYLOR DAY GRIMM & BOYD
Jacksonville, Florida

PANELISTS

John Waclawski
Vice President & General Counsel
CARLISLE CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Mark Wilkey
General Counsel
SME STEEL
Salt Lake City, Utah

Frank Aquino
Vice President & General Counsel
EA ENGINEERING
Hunt Valley, Maryland

Denise Wachholz
RENAUD COOK MESAROS
Phoenix, Arizona

TRACK III: 

High Times—
Impact of Changing 
Marijuana Laws on 
the Workplace
Dope smoke drifts from more than 
college dorm rooms now as states 
throughout the nation consider 
and enact laws allowing marijuana 
use for medical and/or recreational 
purposes. The expansion of legal 
marijuana use raises questions for 
construction employers. The panel 
brings years of construction and 
employment litigation experience 
from across the U.S. and will 
discuss how these new laws 
complicate workplace matters 
such as drug testing, safety 
programs, anti-discrimination 
laws, and compliance with 
contract requirements.

MODERATOR

Eric Meier
WHYTE HIRSCHBOECK 
DUDEK S.C.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

PANELISTS

John Thode
Director of Quality Assurance 
& Development
HORIZON
Madison, Wisconsin

Anna Stern
General Counsel
TRI NORTH BUILDERS
Chicago, Illinois







10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. BREAK

10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Session 5

TRACK I: 

Contractors, 
Immigration and 
Politics: How the 
Shortage of Craft 
Labor Has Some 
Contractors Asking 
Politicians to Open 
the Borders
This panel will discuss the 
availability of skilled labor 
on construction jobsites 
throughout the country, and 
then explore some of the 
challenges arising out of the 
shrinking size of that workforce. 
This panel will address some 
of the workforce issues 
involved when undocumented 
workers are brought onto the 
construction site. Then, this 
panel will discuss immigration 
legislation, both enacted and 
proposed, that currently apply 
to the construction workforce in 
America. Against that backdrop, 
the panel will discuss whether 
greater immigration is one 
possible solution to help assure 
a sufficiently deep and talented 
workforce to support the labor 
needs of the construction 
industry in coming years. Finally, 
the panel will debate specific 
measures currently under 
consideration, and address 
whether any of those proposals 
offer particular promise for the 
construction industry.

MODERATOR

Rory Jurman
FOWLER WHITE BURNETT
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

PANELISTS

John Lanning
Senior Vice President
NEW RIVER ELECTRICAL
Roanoke, Virginia

Felicia Watson
Senior Counsel
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF HOMEBUILDERS
Washington, D.C.

Sarah Lamar
HUNTER MACLEAN
Savannah, Georgia

TRACK II: 

Did You Say Three 
Million Documents? 
Best Practices for 
Managing  
(and Making Sense 
of) Truckloads of 
Information
This session will address 
the efficient management of 
documents and information: (1) in 
the ordinary course of business; 
(2) at the pre-ligation/claim 
stage; and (3) once litigation has 
commenced. The panel will also 
address emerging trends in the 
management, discovery and use 
of ESI.

MODERATOR

Jonathan Lieb
MCDOWELL KNIGHT
Mobile, Alabama

PANELISTS

Ron Peppe
VP, Legal & Human Resources
CANAM STEEL CORPORATION
Falls Church, Virginia

Erik Sikorski
GL Claims Executive
BUILDERS INSURANCE GROUP
Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew Burns
COSGRAVE LAW
Portland, Oregon

TRACK III: 

Coalition Forces: 
Joint Defense 
Agreements—
Sword, Shield or 
Noose?
Litigation, like politics, can 
make strange bedfellows. 
However, in cases involving 
multiple parties, the sharing 
of information, strategies and 
resources by defendants can 
be not only beneficial to the 
outcome of the litigation, but 
also economical. The panel will 
discuss how issues such as 
privilege, confidentiality, risk of 
discovery and intangible factors 
such as goodwill are weighed 
in the decision to enter into (or 
not enter into) a joint defense 
agreement.

MODERATOR

Kathleen McCaffrey Baynes
CARTER CONBOY
Albany, New York

PANELISTS

Erin Austin
Vice President and General Counsel
DAVID EVANS AND 
ASSOCIATES, INC
Portland, Oregon

Mark Van De Voorde
Chief Legal & Administrative Officer
VICTUALIC COMPANY
Easton, Pennsylvania

Laura Guagliardo
Managing Claims Counsel
TRAVELERS INSURANCE
Chicago, Illinois

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

BREAK

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

ARE YOU READY  
FOR SOME 
FOOTBALL?
The National Football League has not 
played a game in Los Angeles since the 
Rams and Raiders left in 1995. Twenty-
one years later, the NFL is returning to the 
country’s second largest market. The next 
step: Constructing a new, state-of-the art 
stadium. But what does that involve? And 
what risks do construction professionals 
face when building a $2 billion sports and 
entertainment complex? With first-hand 
experience designing and constructing 
stadiums across the country, this panel will 
tackle these and other issues which must 
be considered when building a professional 
sports stadium in the 21st century.

MODERATOR

Michael Gibson
HIGGS FLETCHER & MACK
San Diego, California

PANELISTS

James T. Butts
Mayor
Inglewood, California

R. Craig Williams
General Counsel
HKS
Dallas, Texas

Aren Fairchild
Vice President, Legal
AECOM
Chicago, Illinois

12:30 p.m.

Concluding Remarks
Grace Garcia
Construction Practice Group 
Program Co-Chair
MORRISON MAHONEY LLP
Boston, Massachusetts

Brett Marston
Construction Practice Group 
Program Co-Chair
GENTRY LOCKE
Roanoke, Virginia







12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

LUNCH

Palos Verdes Terrace

1:30 p.m.

Friday Afternoon & Evening Recreational Options
Please see brochure insert.

2016 CONSTRUCTION BIOS
CRAIG ALLEN from the ALFA International 
firm, Leitner Williams Dooley & Napolitan, 
PLLC, is an experienced trial attorney 
having tried approximately 135 jury trials 
in 35 years. His practice emphasizes the 
defense of civil litigation with concentration 
in construction, premises liability, products 
liability and railroad litigation. He represents 
one of the largest homebuilders throughout 
the states of Georgia and Tennessee, has 
represented numerous other residential and 
commercial contractors and engineering 
firms, represents a major railroad company, 
and the world’s largest fast food company.

FRANK J. AQUINO currently serves as 
Vice President and General Counsel at EA 
Engineering, where he is responsible for 
the overall provision of legal services as 
required for the operation of a privately held 
environmental engineering and professional 
consulting services company. He has 
been with EA Engineering for over 18 
years. He also has experience in the public 
sector where he served on the Howard 
County, Maryland Board of Education. He 
received his Juris Doctor, Cum Laude from 
University of Baltimore School of Law.

JAMES F. ARCHIBALD, III is a partner in 
the Birmingham, Alabama office of Bradley 
Arant Boult Cummings, LLC, where his 
primary area of practice is construction 
litigation. A summa cum laude graduate 
of Emory University, he received his law 
degree from the University of Virginia 
School of Law, where he was a member of 
the Law Review and received the Order of 
the Coif. He has been the Practice Group 
leader of the Firm’s Construction and 
Procurement Law Practice Group since 
2008. He has been recognized repeatedly 

by Alabama Super Lawyers and the Best 
Lawyers in America for Construction 
Litigation, and he was recently named the 
2014 “Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers 
for Construction Litigation in Birmingham, 
Alabama. He frequently lectures on various 
aspects of construction and procurement 
law, including as an adjunct professor at 
the University of Alabama School of Law.

ERIN F. AUSTIN is Vice President 
and General Counsel at David Evans 
and Associates, Inc. (DEA), in Portland, 
Oregon. DEA is an infrastructure planning 
and design firm in the transportation, 
water resources, land development, and 
energy businesses along with land and 
hydrographic survey specialties. DEA 
has approximately twenty five offices 
throughout Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
California, Arizona, Colorado, and New 
York with more than 700 employees. Ms. 
Austin has been an attorney with DEA 
since 1997, addressing corporate legal and 
risk management issues for the company. 
She focuses her time on contracts, claims 
management, compliance, corporate 
governance, insurance procurement, 
and routinely provides training in risk 
management, contracts and ethics. Ms. 
Austin is a past chair and current member 
of the American Council of Engineering 
Companies’ (ACEC) Legal Counsels’ 
Forum, a member of the ACEC’s Risk 
Management Committee, and ACEC 
Oregon’s Legislative Committee. Ms. 
Austin holds both undergraduate and 
Masters degrees in Psychology, and she 
attended law school at Lewis & Clark 
Law School in Portland, Oregon.

GARY A. BAGUE is a partner at Haight, 
Brown & Bonesteel LLP in Los Angeles, 
joining the firm after graduating from 
U.C. Hastings College of Law in 1980. 
He has served as chair of the firm’s 
Risk Management and Insurance Law 
Department. Currently, Mr. Bague devotes 
a large part of his practice to advising 
and representing insurance carriers, 
brokers, agents and contractors with 
regard to coverage and liability issues 
in construction litigation. Mr. Bague 
has served as a panelist for California’s 
Continuing Education of the Bar (CEB) 
on insurance coverage topics, is a 
contributing author for the book, Causes 
of Action, Insurance Chapter, by James 
Publishing, and has served as co-editor 
of ALFA International’s Insurance Law 
Compendium. He is a member of the 
ABA and DRI and currently serves on 
ALFA International’s Board of Directors.

BENTON J. BARTON is a trial lawyer 
with Hall & Evans, the ALFA International 
firm in Denver. Benton is one of the 
managing partners of his firm and handles 
complex litigation involving professionals, 
premises and products. He heads his firm’s 
Design & Construction Practice Group. 
As panel counsel for leading firms and 
insurers connected to the construction 
industry, Benton has been privileged to 
work on numerous landmark cases in 
the Rocky Mountain region. He has also 
authored articles and presented seminars 
on design, construction, mediation and 
catastrophic litigation nationally, including 
serving as Program Co-Chair for the 
2012 ALFA International Construction 
Practice Group Seminar. Benton has 
been honored repeatedly as a Colorado 





Super Lawyer and serves on the American 
Arbitration Association’s National Panel 
of Construction Law Arbitrators. He 
is past chair of the ALFA International 
Construction Practice Group and was 
recently elected to ALFA International’s 
Board of Directors. Benton was raised in 
San Antonio and earned his law degree 
from the University of Texas. A “political 
junkie” since his youth, Benton has worked 
for both Democrats and Republicans, but 
remains fiercely independent to this day.

DAVID BASHFORD is General Counsel 
of Global EPC and O&M for First Solar, 
a leading global solar energy provider. 
First Solar develops, finances, engineers, 
constructs, and operates some of the 
world’s largest and most successful 
photovoltaic solar energy power plants, 
with over 10 gigawatts installed worldwide. 
David oversees projects worldwide, 
focusing on risk management and claims 
avoidance. David is a frequent speaker 
regarding international risk management 
and dispute resolution. Prior to joining 
First Solar, David was a partner at Bradley 
Arant Boult Cummings LLP. David is a 
graduate of the University of North Carolina 
School of Law and Davidson College.

KATHLEEN MCCAFFREY BAYNES 
is an AV-rated litigated, shareholder of 
the Albany, New York, ALFA International 
firm, Carter Conboy, and Vice Chair of the 
ALFA International Construction Practice 
Group. Mrs. Baynes handles complex 
and multi-party litigation matters involving 
construction law, commercial liability, 
contractual disputes, insurance coverage 
and administrative proceedings, including 
OSHA violations. She is a graduate of 
the University of Notre Dame and Albany 
Law School of Union University.

JIM BENNETT is the Director of 
Insurance and Risk for Austin Industries, 
Inc., a Dallas, Texas based Commercial 
Construction Company. A 1976 graduate 
of the University of Texas, Jim has been 
in the Insurance Industry for 34 years and 
with Austin for 8 years. Jim is also Vice 
President for Austin’s single parent captive, 
British American Insurance Company 
(including an in-house TPA) and for their 
captive agency, Contractors General 
Agency. He has experience in every aspect 
of claims handling and is licensed as a 

Property and Casualty Adjuster as well as 
a Managing General Agent. In addition to 
Jim’s Risk Management responsibilities 
at Austin, he is also responsible for 
supervision of all TPA Claims personnel 
which includes his personal interaction 
in catastrophic cases, and the oversight 
of all claims in litigation. He works closely 
with defense counsel in negotiating 
settlements and preparing cases for trial.

LARRY BORDA is the Head of Claims 
(International) for Beazley Insurance 
Company. Beazley specialist insurance 
businesses conduct operations in Europe, 
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, 
Australia and the United States. Beazley 
manages six Lloyd’s syndicates and, in 
2015, underwrote gross premiums of 
$2,080.9 million. Larry manages a group 
that handles multi-million and billion dollar 
international claims against many of the Top 
50 architects and engineers in the world 
under errors and omissions policies. Larry’s 
work includes risk management, analysis 
of claims, engagement of counsel and 
international dispute resolution. He obtained 
his BA and his JD from Temple University.

DEB BOYD, is the Senior Claims Manager 
with Granite Construction Company. 
Granite is a provider of construction 
services in mining, earthwork, water/
sewer, power, tunneling, rail, highway and 
bridge construction. Granite also produces 
construction materials - sand, gravel, 
ready-mix, recycled asphalt product and 
asphalt concrete with offices in 17 states. 
She and her team are responsible for 
claims management and cost allocation 
of Granite’s insurance programs.

E. TYRON BROWN is a Partner at the 
Atlanta, Georgia, ALFA International firm, 
Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young LLP 
and has extensive litigation, arbitration 
and other dispute resolution experience 
in complex business, construction and 
professional liability cases including 
construction design and defect claims, 
claims against property owners, 
developers, contractors, architects, 
engineers and construction managers, 
contract disputes, directors and officers 
liability, business torts, unfair trade 
practices, business fraud, civil RICO and 
other professional liability claims. Mr. Brown 
has successfully represented some of the 

most recognizable Fortune 500 companies 
in these areas of law. For 2015 and 2016, 
Mr. Brown was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers of America in the field 
of Construction Law. He was awarded the 
2006 Attorney of the Year by the Judicial 
Council of the Gate City Bar Association. 
He is a past Vice-President of the Gate 
City Bar Association and a member of the 
American Bar Association and the National 
Bar Association. He served as Co-Chair 
of the Fundraising and Sponsorship 
Committee for the NBA Atlanta 2007 
Convention. He is a member of the 
ALFA International Construction Practice 
Group and the Atlanta Bar Association 
Construction Law Section. Mr. Brown 
received a B.S. in Political Science and his 
J.D. from Florida State University, where 
he served as Student Body President. 

MELANIE M. BROWN, J.D. is a 
Manager at Markel Corporation where 
she handles Architects & Engineers 
and other professional liability matters 
nationwide. She has handled Agents & 
Brokers, miscellaneous E&O, products 
liability, and legal malpractice claims 
since joining Markel in 2008. Melanie 
practiced law in Chicago for 11 years 
before joining Markel as a Senior Claims 
Examiner. During that time she focused 
on professional liability, commercial 
litigation, and pharmaceutical products 
liability and was most recently with the 
firm of Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold 
LLP where she actively participated in 
mediations, arbitrations and trials. Melanie 
graduated from the University of Virginia 
with distinction, and received her Juris 
Doctor from Washington & Lee University.

ANDY BURNS is Cosgrave’s Managing 
Partner. Prior to that he was the head of 
the firm’s construction practice group 
for 12 years. In addition to management 
duties, he maintains an active practice 
representing contractors, developers, 
architects and engineers solving and 
preventing problems and litigating 
construction defect disputes. He frequently 
speaks and writes on all aspects of 
construction-from contract formation and 
bid process to construction disputes, liens, 
and post construction defect claims.





JAMES T. BUTTS, JR. is the mayor of 
Inglewood, California. He rose through the 
ranks of law enforcement in Inglewood 
during the 1970s and 1980s, eventually 
becoming a captain. He then worked as 
Chief of Police in Santa Monica, California 
from 1991 to 2006. After serving as Deputy 
Executive Director for the Los Angeles 
World Airports, he was elected mayor of 
Inglewood in 2010 and re-elected in 2014. 
He led efforts to renovate and reopen 
The Forum sports arena and to develop a 
plan for a new NFL stadium in Inglewood. 
Mayor Butts holds an MBA degree from 
California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona and a Bachelor of Science from 
California State University, Los Angeles.

JOSEPH B. CARINI, III is co-chair 
of Johnson & Bell’s Construction Law 
group. He concentrates his practice 
in construction litigation and general 
negligence. He has extensive experience 
defending owners, project managers, 
general contractors, and subcontractors 
in construction litigation involving personal 
injury accidents and construction 
defect and design disputes. He also 
defends contractors and municipalities in 
litigation involving accidents arising out 
of highway construction, signage, and 
signal maintenance. Mr. Carini serves 
as an emergency on-site presence for 
catastrophic accident investigations. He 
also conducts risk management seminars 
for managers and workers, addresses 
insurance coverage issues, and provides 
contract review services. His success as 
a trial attorney has been recognized by 
his peers, who have honored him with 
an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell, 
election to the Chicago Society of Trial 
Lawyers and election to membership in 
the American Board of Trial Advocates. 

GERALD S. (JERRY) CLAY is a 30-year 
construction industry legal veteran who has 
done ground breaking work in Hawaii in 
dispute prevention and non-litigious conflict 
resolution. Jerry’s professional focus is on 
the continuing needs of developers, design 
professionals, contractors, subcontractors, 
engineers, material suppliers and 
sureties - both large and small. Jerry is 
a past national director of the American 
Arbitration Association, currently chairing 
the AAA’s Large Complex Case program 
in Hawaii, where he also presides over 

its Advisory Counsel. Co-author of the 
popular “Before You Sue” introduction to 
mediation, he has also published many 
learned articles and books on construction 
law and alternative dispute resolution. 
Today, he is a recognized pioneer in ADR 
application to construction and business, 
and more recently has helped introduce 
and expand the pro-active concept of 
“partnering” (dispute prevention) in pacific 
area construction and public policy circles.

DOUG COLE has served as General 
Counsel for ECS, headquartered in 
Chantilly, Virginia, for over a decade. As 
head of the ECS law department, he is 
responsible for the legal affairs of ECS, with 
a focus on risk management and insurance 
claims, litigation management, dispute 
resolution, intellectual property rights 
issues, corporate regulatory compliance, 
employment and labor matters, and, of 
course, commercial and government 
contracting. Prior to joining ECS in 2003, 
Mr. Cole managed the litigation department 
in a Northern Virginia firm. Other experience 
includes a Palo Alto-based law firm 
working on IT, public contracting and 
sensitive acquisitions requiring CFIUS 
review, working in-house for a Fortune 10 
IT provider conducting contract review 
and management for federal, state and 
local contracts, and contract review and 
administrative claims litigation for a Joint 
Services Activity in the Department of 
Defense. Mr. Cole has provided training 
courses – in commercial and government 
contracting, risk management, professional 
claims management, computer law, and 
intellectual property acquisition - for 
the Army and Air Force, as well legal 
associations, businesses groups, and 
insurance organizations. Professionally, 
he is active in the Association of 
Corporate Counsel, the Virginia State Bar 
Construction and Public Contract Law 
Section, the ASFE Legal Affairs Committee, 
and DRI. He is also a member of the ABA, 
the Virginia State Bar, and the National 
Contract Management Association. 

ROBERT DEROSSET practices law in 
the field of civil litigation with a special 
emphasis on construction, business 
litigation and product liability. Robert tries 
cases in the Superior Court throughout 
North Carolina and in each of North 
Carolina’s three federal district courts. 

Robert is licensed to practice law in both 
North Carolina and South Carolina, and 
is certified by the North Carolina Dispute 
Resolution Commission to conduct 
mediated settlement conferences in 
Superior Court cases. Prior to joining 
Young Moore and Henderson in 2001, 
Robert practiced law for two years in 
Columbia, South Carolina and served as 
a United States Peace Corps Volunteer in 
León, Nicaragua. Through his experience in 
Nicaragua, Robert became fluent in written 
and spoken Spanish, and has been able 
to use his language skills to better serve 
clients of Young Moore and Henderson and 
effectively mediate cases involving parties 
whose primary language is Spanish.

ALFRED A. DIVINCENTIS is a partner 
with the Hartford, Connecticut, ALFA 
International member firm Halloran & 
Sage LLP. Before becoming a lawyer, Al 
spent 15 years working his way up the 
ranks in construction, ultimately becoming 
vice president of a major Connecticut 
construction company. Al represents 
contractors, subcontractors, developers, 
design professionals, manufacturers, 
sureties and insurers in all facets of the 
construction industry from inception to 
completion. Al has drafted and negotiated 
design and construction agreements for 
multiple public and private construction 
projects with values in excess of 
$65M. As a litigator, Al has extensive 
experience in construction and complex 
commercial disputes and transactions, 
and complex insurance coverage 
disputes with values in excess of $85M.

AREN FAIRCHILD is Vice President, 
Chief Counsel for AECOM, a professional 
and technical services firm positioned 
to design, build, finance and operate 
infrastructure assets around the world 
for public- and private-sector clients. He 
oversees contract negotiations, claims 
and risk management controls. He also 
provides training on compliance, ethical 
and risk management issues. After earning 
his bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Michigan, Mr. Fairchild graduated from 
the University of Michigan Law School and 
has practiced law for over twenty years. 

IAN H. FRANK is a partner with the 
ALFA International member firm of Frantz 
Ward, LLP in Cleveland, Ohio, where his 





practice is dedicated to construction and 
surety law. Mr. Frank counsels contractors, 
subcontractors, specialty trades, material/
equipment manufacturers, and design 
professionals in managing, resolving and 
litigating complex commercial construction 
disputes. He represents clients in various 
industry segments, including road and 
bridge construction; heavy civil, earthwork 
and utility projects; structural steel 
fabrication and erection; MEP trade work; 
and all other aspects of general trades and 
commercial building construction. Mr. Frank 
is a graduate of Baldwin-Wallace College 
and Cleveland-Marshall Law School. He 
is a Member of the AGC, the ABA Forum 
on the Construction Law (Division 9 Chair), 
the American Arbitration Association, and 
the Dispute Resolution Board Foundation 
and currently serves as the Construction 
Practice Group Chair. Since 2006, he has 
been recognized as a “Leading Lawyer” 
in Construction by Chambers USA.

TODD FULKS is Associate General 
Counsel of Clayton Homes. Mr. Fulks 
manages litigation for the company and, 
in that capacity, has defended several 
substantial class action matters. Clayton 
Homes is part of Berkshire Hathaway. 
They are the United States’ largest 
manufacturer of manufactured housing and 
modular homes. The company is vertically 
integrated; it builds, sells, finances, and 
insures manufactured and modular homes. 
Their headquarters are in Maryville, 
Tennessee. The homes are built in 35 plants 
and distributed across the US through a 
network of independent and company-
owned retailers. Each year the company 
produces over 23,000 homes which 
represents almost half of the industry’s 
total. Clayton’s homes often contain 
products from other Berkshire Hathaway 
companies such as Shaw Flooring, MiTek 
fasteners, and Johns Manville Insulation.

GARY GANICK currently serves as the 
Corporate Risk Manager for SSR as well 
as participates in an advisory capacity 
for construction administration matters. 
He previously managed the Mechanical 
Engineering Department (approximately 
40 people) during his tenure during the 
1970s. As Risk Manager, he is responsible 
for the development and administration of 
the corporate risk management program. 
Gary’s duties include claim management 

and defense strategy, company-wide 
risk management education, and liaison 
to professional liability insurer. As an 
advisor on SSR’s construction contract 
administration services, he has assisted 
in the development and implementation 
of resources for quality assurance and 
quality control systems, construction 
administration, job observation, 
plan reviews and codes, facility 
assessments, and master planning.

GRACE V.B. GARCIA is a Partner in the 
Boston office of Morrison Mahoney LLP, 
where she concentrates on construction 
law, products liability, premises liability, 
commercial litigation, and Americans 
with Disabilities Act cases. Grace is on 
the Board of Directors of ALFA and is 
the former Chair of ALFA’s Women’s 
Initiative Practice Group. Grace has an 
AV Preeminent Rating from Martindale 
Hubbell and in 2013, she was honored 
by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly as 
a “Top Women of Law.” Additionally, 
for 8 years, she was recognized as a 
“Super Lawyer Rising Star,” a distinction 
earned by less than 2.5% of lawyers in 
Massachusetts. Grace has obtained 
successful outcomes on behalf of her 
clients in state and federal court trials. 
She also has successfully argued before 
the Appeals Court in North American 
Specialty Ins. Co. v. Payton Construction 
Corp., 80 Mass. App. Ct. 367 (2011). 
Beyond ALFA, she is actively involved in 
many professional groups, and currently 
is the President of the Massachusetts 
Defense Lawyers Association and Chairs 
the Massachusetts Bar Association’s 
Volunteer Recognition Committee. 
She is a routine lecturer on defending 
traumatic brain injuries, risk transfer 
and indemnity issues, best discovery 
practices and deposition techniques, 
and has authored articles on Medicare, 
electronic discovery and legal updates.

MICHAEL R. GIBSON, a Partner at 
Higgs Fletcher & Mack, LLP in San Diego, 
California, focuses his practice on complex 
commercial litigation and advice counsel, 
with an emphasis in construction, real 
estate and environmental matters. He also 
represents clients before state and federal 
administrative agencies when licensing and 
regulatory compliance issues are involved. 
Michael chairs his firm’s Construction 

Practice Group and is the past chair of 
the Construction Section of the San Diego 
County Bar Association. He is a graduate 
of the University of Southern California and 
University of San Diego School of Law.

PAUL GOLDENBERG is a Partner 
at Lorance & Thompson, in Houston, 
Texas. He has 15 years of experience 
in trying lawsuits ranging from personal 
injury auto cases to complex, 30-party 
construction litigation with over a $100 
million at stake. Paul has tried cases to 
verdict for defendants in counties across 
Texas. His primary focus is on defending 
owners, architects, engineers, contractors 
and subcontractors, but he has also 
represented plaintiffs in construction 
matters. Paul was awarded a “Rising Star’ 
from 2006-2010 by Super Lawyers. He 
is a member of the Texas Young Lawyers 
Association, the American Bar Association 
Construction Law Section, the Texas Bar 
Association Construction Law Section and 
the Houston Bar Association. Paul received 
his B.S. from the University of Houston and 
his J.D. from South Texas College of Law. 

KATIE E. GORRIE, from ALFA 
International’s Chicago member firm, 
Johnson & Bell LTD, centers her practice 
on construction and general negligence. 
Ms. Gorrie defends owners, construction 
managers, general contractors and 
subcontractors in construction litigation 
involving personal injury, property damage 
and construction defects. Her other clients 
include health clubs and fitness facilities for 
general litigation needs such as personal 
injury and property damage. Ms. Gorrie has 
handled construction-related litigation in 
state and federal courts, as well as before 
the Illinois Court of Claims. In addition, she 
has served as both first and second chair 
for jury trials that went to verdict in the 
Law Division of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County. Risk-management education is 
central to Ms. Gorrie’s practice, as she 
teaches construction professionals on ways 
to avoid litigation, and writes extensively 
on the subject. A member of the Illinois 
State Bar Association and Chicago Bar 
Association, she has served as one of the 
hosts of “Legal Ease - Voice of the Young 
Lawyer,” a webcast series sponsored by 
West LegalWorks that focused on issues 
affecting young lawyers. She’s also served 





as a mentor/panelist for Chicago minority 
job fairs, focusing on the placement of 
minorities in the Chicago legal market.

PAUL GRAVES is Counsel with the 
Legal Department of QBE North America. 
Paul advises claims and other company 
personnel on insurance coverage, 
regulatory and various other legal 
issues. He also supervises coverage 
and extracontractual litigation involving 
QBE’s North American companies. He 
is certified as a Litigation Management 
Professional by the Claims and Litigation 
Management Alliance (CLM) and is 
working towards a CPCU designation. 
Paul’s experience working for QBE and its 
predecessor also includes management 
and supervision of environmental, toxic 
tort, construction defect, personal and 
advertising injury and other tort litigation. 
Prior to working in-house, Paul litigated 
coverage and other insurance defense 
cases with the Milwaukee law firm of 
Borgelt, Powell, Peterson & Frauen, S.C. He 
graduated cum laude from the University 
of Wisconsin Law School in 1999. 

REED W. GRIMM is a shareholder 
with the Jacksonville, Florida ALFA firm 
Taylor, Day, Grimm & Boyd, and is a 
graduate of Stetson University and Stetson 
College of Law. His practice includes 
complex commercial, construction and 
insurance extra-contractual and coverage 
litigation. He has been Board Certified in 
Construction Law by the Florida Bar Board 
of Legal Specialization and Education since 
2007. He represents general contractors, 
subcontractors and manufacturers and 
suppliers in all areas of construction law 
as well as insurers in coverage matters 
related to construction claims. He is AV 
rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has been 
included in Florida Super Lawyers and 
Florida Trend’s Legal Elite and has been 
named as one of north Florida’s best 
lawyers by Jacksonville Magazine.

LAURA GUAGLIARDO is a Managing 
Claim Counsel for Travelers Insurance 
where she leads a team of professionals 
in handling claims against design 
professionals for professional negligence. 
She is also active in the provision 
of risk management guidance. She 

graduated from the University of Illinois 
and received her bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Notre Dame. 

GREG HOLNESS is General Counsel 
for Permasteelisa North America, the 
largest curtainwall designer, fabricator 
and installer in the United States and part 
of the Permasteelisa Group, the world’s 
largest curtainwall contractor. Based 
in the North American headquarters in 
Windsor, Connecticut, he oversees all 
legal aspects of the company. Prior to 
joining Permasteelisa in 2008, Mr. Holness 
counseled private and public clients in a 
variety of construction, design and surety 
matters while he was with several regional 
and national law firms. Before becoming 
an attorney, he worked for eight (8) 
years as an engineer for the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation where he 
analyzed and negotiated contractors’ 
claims for additional compensation. Mr. 
Holness graduated from the University of 
Connecticut with a B.S. in Civil Engineering 
and from Quinnipiac College School of 
Law with his J.D. He is a Professional 
Engineer and has served on the Executive 
Board of the Connecticut Society of Civil 
Engineers. He is a frequent lecturer on 
construction and design law topics.

EILEEN JENKINS is National Manager 
Major Claims and Construction Defect at 
TRISTAR Insurance Group. In this position, 
she manages the claims adjusters and 
supervisors who handle construction claims 
at TRISTAR for developers, contractors 
and construction industry professionals 
across the nation. TRISTAR is the largest 
privately held third-party administrator in 
the United States with 1,000 employees 
at offices across the country. Eileen has 
over 25 years of experience in managing 
construction claims and has trained over 
1,000 professionals including attorneys and 
attorneys. She has extensive knowledge 
of industry-related initiatives and trends. 
Eileen received a B.A. in English and 
her J.D. from the University of Florida.

RORY E. JURMAN is a partner at Fowler 
White Burnett in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
Rory’s practice focuses on providing 
strategic and cost-effective counsel to 
Fortune 500 companies, insurers and 
self-insureds. His practice includes 
insurance coverage, bad faith, professional 

malpractice, liability and commercial 
litigation. Rory provides coverage advice 
concerning virtually every type of general, 
excess and professional liability insurance 
policy, including employment practices 
liability, directors and officers liability and 
malpractice/errors or omissions policies 
for various professions. He handles the 
investigation and evaluation of multi-faceted 
and high-exposure claims, including 
class actions and complex coverage 
issues. He has litigated numerous trials 
through appeal, including multi-party 
cases, and major declaratory judgment, 
liability and rescission actions. 

SARAH H. LAMAR is a partner in the 
Savannah, Georgia ALFA International law 
firm of Hunter, Maclean, Exley & Dunn, 
P.C., and she is a former Chair of ALFA 
International. Ms. Lamar has experience 
representing employers in state and federal 
courts with respect to claims under Title 
VII, the Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act, Americans with Disabilities Act, Family 
and Medical Leave Act, and the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. She also represents 
employers with respect to breach of 
contract and tort claims, immigration 
matters and affirmative action obligations. 
Sarah frequently conducts in-house 
training for employers and advises clients 
on a variety of human resource issues. 
Ms. Lamar is admitted to the Georgia bar, 
District of Columbia bar, and all federal 
courts in Georgia. Ms. Lamar received her 
B.A. in History from Yale University in 1988, 
and her J.D. from Emory University in 1991.

FRANK M. LANAK is Executive Vice 
President, Bond Claims with Tokio Marine 
HCC, Surety Group. Tokio Marine acquired 
HCC Insurance Holdings Inc. in 2015. 
The new company, Tokio Marine HCC, is 
a leading specialty insurance group with 
offices in the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Spain and Ireland, transacting 
business in approximately 180 countries 
and underwriting more than 100 classes 
of specialty insurance. From his office 
in Los Angeles, Frank manages the 
Surety Group’s claims, subrogation and 
collateral departments. Frank earned his 
B.A. in Business Economics from the 
University of California at Santa Barbara 
in 1993 and his J.D. from Loyola Law 
School of Los Angeles in 1996. He is 
admitted to practice law in California. 





JOHNNY LANNING started with the 
company as an electrical apprentice in 
1983. He was promoted to Vice President 
in 2002 and Senior Vice President in 2014. 
His experience ranges from substation 
construction to underground distribution 
through extra high voltage. Over the 
years, Johnny has built relationships 
with numerous utilities, overseeing many 
successful projects and has taken the 
lead role in establishing New River’s 
high voltage cable market. Johnny has 
achieved the status of New River’s 
Master Electrician/Qualifying Agent for 
37 state licenses which has allowed 
New River to expand its geographical 
footprint across the United States. 

DAVID LEBAS graduated from the 
University of Texas with a B.A. in 
1979 and a J.D. in 1982. He is Board 
Certified in Civil Trial Law. His practice 
concentrates in construction and 
agriculture, and involves trials and 
arbitrations, contract negotiation, and 
lending and bankruptcy. He is a member 
of the Texas Cattle Feeders Association, 
and the Construction Specifications 
Institute, a Life Fellow of the Texas Bar 
Foundation, a former chair of the State 
Bar’s Agricultural Law Committee, and 
editor of the AFLA National Construction 
Law Compendium. He is a member of 
Naman Howell Smith & Lee, PLLC, and 
works out of the firm’s Austin office.

JOSHUA LEVY is a Shareholder in the 
Milwaukee office of Whyte Hirschboeck 
Dudek S.C. where he is co-leader of 
the Construction Services Team, and 
a member of the Labor & Employment 
Team. Josh’s practice concentrates on the 
complete array of construction services and 
litigation as well as employment law. Josh’s 
time in private practice and as general 
counsel for a national commercial general 
contractor has given him tremendous 
experience and knowledge in all areas of 
construction. Josh has represented clients 
for over 24 years in a variety of construction 
disputes, both maintaining and defending 
virtually every type of construction claim, 
in state and federal courts, arbitrations 
and OSHA hearings. Josh offers an array 
of consulting and dispute resolution 
services to sureties, contractors and 
design professionals. Josh is also an 
arbitrator with the American Arbitration 

Association, Construction Industry Panel. 
Josh graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin (JD – 1991) and the Colorado 
College (BA – 1988). Josh loves to ski 
with his wife and three kids, ages 12, 16 
and 18 and has served as his Local Little 
League President, forming the Challenger 
Division for athletes with special needs.

JON LIEB is a partner with ALFA 
International member firm, McDowell 
Knight Roedder and Sledge in Mobile, 
Alabama. While representing clients 
across several areas of the law, Mr. Lieb 
has accumulated diverse experience 
applicable to a variety of types of litigation. 
His involvement in numerous complex 
construction defect cases has equipped 
him with particular expertise in this 
area. He has worked extensively with 
contractors, engineers and architects to 
successfully investigate, analyze and litigate 
a myriad of construction related claims.

K. BRETT MARSTON is the head of the 
construction law practice group at Gentry 
Locke Rakes & Moore in Roanoke, Virginia 
and a member of the firm’s management 
committee. He has extensive experience 
in contract negotiations and preparation, 
payment disputes, mechanic’s liens, bond 
claims, construction defects, delay claims, 
insurance, and OSHA matters. He handles 
significant construction matters in federal 
and state courts, arbitration, and mediation 
for general contractors, subcontractors, 
owners, design professionals, and 
suppliers. Brett is a graduate, with honors, 
from the George Mason University School 
of Law, and received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Virginia. Prior 
to starting with Gentry Locke in 1994, 
Brett was a law clerk to the Honorable 
J. Calvit Clarke, Jr., Sr. Judge of the 
United States District Court, Eastern 
District of Virginia (Norfolk Division).

KEVIN MCGRATH is Vice President of 
Licensed Professionals Claims at Berkshire 
Hathaway Specialty Insurance. Kevin is 
responsible for professional liability claims 
relating to lawyers, contractors, architects, 
engineers and other design professionals. 
He has more than 10 years of experience 
both managing and litigating professional 
liability claims. Prior to joining Berkshire 
Hathaway in 2016, Kevin was most recently 
a Claims Manager at Beazley. Before 

working in the insurance industry, he 
spent 9 years with two boutique New York 
City litigation firms. Kevin has extensive 
experience in all aspects of professional 
liability claims and products with a focus 
on design professional liability. Kevin’s 
relevant experience includes professional 
liability primary, excess and umbrella 
liability and project policy liability, along 
with contractor’s professional liability 
products and claims. Kevin earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Massachusetts – Amherst and holds a JD 
from Hofstra University School of Law. 

SHAWN M. MCGRAW is Vice 
President & General Counsel of Tremco 
Incorporated, a company that specializes 
in the design, manufacture and sale of 
weatherproofing products and services 
to construction markets world-wide. 
Tremco’s product and service offerings 
include a full-line of built-up and fluid 
applied roofing systems and coatings; 
sealant and waterproofing systems for 
commercial and residential building 
envelopes; along with general contracting 
capabilities through its service subsidiary, 
Weatherproofing Technologies, Inc. As 
General Counsel, Mr. McGraw advises 
senior management on a variety of legal 
and regulatory matters and is responsible 
for oversight of all company litigation. 

ERIC MEIER is a practice group leader 
for Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek’s litigation 
department and co-chair of his firm’s 
construction services team. Eric has 
worked on some of the largest construction 
cases in the State of Wisconsin, including 
a cost overrun/construction defect lawsuit 
involving the Milwaukee Brewers baseball 
stadium. Eric has practiced in state and 
federal courts throughout Wisconsin and 
neighboring states, participated in AAA 
complex construction arbitrations and 
spent a summer prosecuting misdemeanor 
cases for the local district attorney’s 
office. Eric has been recognized several 
times as a “Super Lawyer Rising Star”, a 
distinction earned by less than 2.5% of 
lawyers in Wisconsin. He also has been 
recognized as a Best Lawyer in America 
for Construction Litigation. Eric graduated 
from undergrad and law school from the 
University of Wisconsin. His wife is an 
in-house counsel and he is the proud 
parent of 4 boys ages 7 and under. 





DAVID MEYERS is Senior Legal Counsel 
for Gilbane Building Company (Gilbane), 
where he manages a range of legal affairs 
including corporate, compliance, dispute 
management, labor, employment, and 
contracts. Mr. Meyers joined Gilbane 
after serving several years with Johnson 
Controls, Inc., a global, multi-industrial 
provider of energy storage and building 
technology solutions. Prior to moving in 
house, Mr. Meyers practiced law for a 
decade in Kansas City, Missouri—first 
with the construction & design group of 
a large AmLaw 100-200 firm, and later 
at a specialty firm serving construction 
and surety clients. A litigator by trade, 
Mr. Meyers’ career began with a focus 
on unusually complex or contentious 
problems. More recently, that tactical 
experience informs and motivates his 
strategic efforts to engineer and manage 
legal support solutions that optimize 
risk and rationalize cost. Mr. Meyers is 
licensed in Missouri and Kansas, and 
registered with the Wisconsin bar. He is 
an active member of the ACC and the 
DRI, and maintains professional ties to the 
AAA, the AGC, the DBIA and the AIA.

SEAN MORLEY graduated from the 
University of Toronto with a Bachelor of 
Commerce and Finance in 1992 and a 
Bachelor of Laws in 1995 and received 
Master of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law 
School in 2001. Sean’s practice focuses 
on project finance transactions, public 
private partnerships and infrastructure 
development. Sean advises lenders, 
consortia, contractors and public 
authorities on all aspects of projects 
and project finance in the infrastructure 
sector. Among the recent infrastructure 
transactions in which he has played a 
key role include advising the winning 
consortium on the US36 Express Lanes/
Bus Rapid Transit Project, advising the 
winning consortium on the Pennsylvania 
Bridges Project, advising lenders to the 
winning consortium on the Waterloo 
Light Rail Project, and advising lenders to 
the winning consortium on the Eglinton 
Crosstown LRT Project. He is a director 
of the Toronto Port Authority. Sean is a 
partner of Fasken Martineau DuMoulin 
LLP and works out of its Toronto office.

ELAINE MOSS is a principal in the ALFA 
International law firm of Brown & James, 
P.C., headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri. 
She focuses her practice on insurance 
coverage and complex insurance litigation. 
In addition, she represents a number of 
financial institutions in consumer litigation. 
She also enjoys working with small start-up 
companies in developing policy, procedures 
and contract templates. She was 
responsible for creating a comprehensive 
litigation training program for her firm and 
she is one of the founders of the firm’s 
Fifth Friday Women’s Initiative. She writes 
and speaks frequently on law related 
topics, including insurance coverage, and 
increasing the presence and profile of 
women attorneys. She received both her 
undergraduate and law school degrees 
from the University of Arkansas – Little 
Rock. She began her legal career in Los 
Angeles working for a predecessor to Reed 
Smith. Her Kansas roots ultimately pulled 
her back to the Midwest and she and her 
family have made their home in St. Louis for 
the last twenty years. She is a member of 
ALFA International’s Insurance Law Practice 
Group, and is Chair Emeritus of the ALFA 
Women’s Initiative Practice Group.

RODNEY MOSS is Senior Vice President 
and Regional Managing Director for Aon’s 
Construction Services Group in Dallas and 
is a member of its national Infrastructure 
Services team, providing risk consultation 
to owners and contractors on debt and 
performance security solutions for P3 
transactions. Prior to joining Aon in April 
2013, Mr. Moss was Balfour Beatty 
Construction’s national Senior Vice 
President for Public Private Partnerships 
and a Regional Senior Vice President and 
Chief Legal Officer for Balfour Beatty’s 
Central Region for 10 years. Before 
joining Balfour Beatty, he was a partner 
with the law firm of Bradley Arant Boult 
& Cummings. Rodney has helped draft 
P3 legislation in several states, including 
Texas, and serves as chair of the Law & 
Legislative Committee for the Association 
for the Improvement of American 
Infrastructure (AIAI). His undergraduate 
degree is in mechanical engineering 
from Texas A&M and his law degree is 
from Samford University in Birmingham, 

Alabama. He was a mechanical design and 
field engineer in the design/build power 
plant sector before going to law school.

CHRISTOPHER J. MUELLER is a 
shareholder with ALFA International 
member firm, Taylor, Day, Grimm & Boyd, 
in Jacksonville, Florida, and Board-Certified 
as a specialist in construction law by the 
Florida Bar. Chris graduated cum laude 
from Florida State University and then 
received his J.D. from the Walter F. George 
School of Law at Mercer University. His 
practice primarily includes the defense 
of general contractors, subcontractors, 
designers, and material suppliers in 
construction defect litigation and he also 
represents insurance carriers on coverage 
matters related to defect claims. Chris 
is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has 
been named a Rising Star by Super 
Lawyers magazine in construction law 
annually since 2010, and was named 
one of Jacksonville’s best lawyers by 904 
Magazine and Jacksonville Magazine.

MARK A. NASR from ALFA International 
member firm, Plunkett Cooney in Detroit 
Michigan, is an experienced litigator 
who represents architectural and 
engineering design firms, construction 
managers, general contractors, 
subcontractors, owners and developers 
in all construction matters both directly 
and through insurance carriers. He also 
represents product manufacturers and 
suppliers in product liability litigation.

SCOTT OLSON is a Vice President of 
SureTec Insurance Company and Vice 
President of SureTec Information Systems, 
Inc., SureTec’s Risk Management division 
in Austin, Texas. Scott’s responsibilities 
include the handling of performance and 
payment bond claims on behalf of SureTec 
Insurance Company and the oversight of 
SureTec’s in house Funds Disbursement 
Services program which is operated under 
SureTec Information Systems, Inc. Scott is a 
member of the ABA Tort Trial and Insurance 
Practice Section and is a Vice Chair of the 
ABA Fidelity and Surety Law Committee. 
Prior to joining SureTec in 2004, he held 
positions as a Project Manager for an 
ENR Top 100 General Contractor, a 
Project Management Consulting firm 





and as General Manager for an Electrical 
Utility Contractor. Scott received a B.S. 
from the University of North Texas. 

RON PEPPE is the VP for Legal and 
Human Resources for Canam Steel 
Corporation, and oversees legal, human 
resources and risk management issues 
for the company. Canam is the US 
subsidiary of Canam Group Inc., a publicly 
traded manufacturing, construction and 
engineering company with international 
operations. Ron previously served as VP 
Law and Technology for the Association of 
Corporate Counsel, and Vice President and 
Associate General Counsel at Prudential 
Home Mortgage. Ron is currently the 
co-chair of the ERISA subcommittee of 
the ACC Employment and Labor Law 
Committee. He previously served as 
co-chair of the ACC Environment and 
Sustainability Committee. Ron has served 
as a member of the City Council and as 
Chairman of the School Board, of Falls 
Church, Virginia and was President of the 
Board of Education of Frederick County, 
Maryland. Ron earned a B.A. from The 
Johns Hopkins University, an M.A from 
The Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies, and a J.D. from The 
University of Maryland School of Law, 
where he served as Notes and Comments 
Editor of the Maryland Law Review.

THOMAS PORTER is Vice President and 
General Counsel for LeChase Construction 
Services, LLC, where he is responsible 
for overseeing all legal aspects of its 
business and supporting the enhancement 
of its risk management program. Before 
joining LeChase in 2012, Mr. Porter 
provided business and legal services to 
the construction industry through his own 
consulting company. He also served as 
Executive Vice President and General 
Counsel for Barton Malow, a $1.6 billion 
national construction services firm. In 
2009, Mr. Porter was national chairman 
of the Design-Build Institute of America 
from which he holds a DBIA certification. 
Mr. Porter is the author of Profit, Risk & 
Leadership: The Business of Construction 
& Design-Build and he speaks regularly 
on topics related to design-build. He 
graduated from the University of Michigan 
Law School (magna cum laude) and 
received his bachelor’s degree from John 
Carroll University (summa cum laude).

BILL QUATMAN Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel, Burns & McDonnell 
Engineering Co., Inc., is a licensed 
architect and attorney. Mr. Quatman 
is an internationally recognized author 
and speaker on construction law and 
design-build. He is currently national 2016 
Chairman of the Design Build Institute of 
America (DBIA). Bill is past chair of the DBIA 
Documents Task Force, which writes and 
publishes the DBIA contract documents. 
In 2007, he was the American Institute of 
Architect’s (AIA) National Chairman of the 
Design-Build Knowledge Community. He 
is the author of Design-Build for the Design 
Professional (Aspen Publishing 2001), 
as well as the chief editor of AIA’s book, 
The Architect’s Guide to Design-Build 
Services (Wiley 2003). In 2005, Bill was 
named the Missouri Architect of the Year. 
He is a member of the AIA’s College of 
Fellows and was the first architect ever to 
become both a Fellow of the AIA (FAIA) and 
a Designated Design-Build Professional 
of the DBIA. Mr. Quatman graduated from 
the University of Kansas with bachelor’s 
degrees in environmental design and 
architecture. In 1984, he received his Juris 
Doctor from the University of Missouri-
Kansas City. He writes a column for the 
Zweig Newsletter titled “General Counsel’s 
Corner,” and in 2015 authored a civil war 
biography titled “A Young General and The 
Fall of Richmond,” (Ohio Univ. Press 2015).

DAVID ROYER is Vice President and 
General Counsel for AREVA Inc., part 
of the AREVA Group, a world leader in 
nuclear energy, providing its clients with 
technological solutions for the production of 
energy with CO2. Mr. Royer graduated with 
a B.A. from the Virginia Military Institute and 
obtained his J.D. at Vermont Law School. 
Mr. Royer is responsible for management 
of the North American Corporate Legal 
Function at AREVA Inc. and serves as the 
company’s Ethics and Compliance Officer. 
Prior to his joining AREVA, Mr. Royer served 
as Associate General Counsel for G.E. 
Financial Assurance, was Vice President 
of Trust Operations, Wachovia Bank, 
N.A., and was in private legal practice.

TREVOR J. SACCENTE is a Senior 
Claims Attorney at HCC Specialty, 
where he handles large exposure 
construction defects claims on a 
nationwide basis on behalf of design 

professionals under primary policies. 
He is proficient in all aspects of claims 
handling and management, including 
damage, liability and coverage issues, 
litigation management and expense 
control measures. After graduating 
law school, Trevor worked as a Bronx 
Assistant District Attorney. Subsequent 
to leaving the Bronx District Attorney’s 
Office, Trevor entered private practice 
focusing on the defense of professional 
liability claims. Trevor graduated from The 
Columbus School of Law at The Catholic 
University of America, and is admitted to 
practice law in the State of New York. 

DAVID SAVAGE is head of the 
Construction & Infrastructure Sector 
at ALFA International member firm, 
Charles Russell Speechlys – a law firm 
headquartered in London, with offices in 
the UK, Europe and the Middle East. David 
is also joint head of the firm’s Construction, 
Engineering & Projects Group, currently 
consisting of nine partners and 34 
construction lawyers in total. David advises 
clients, contractors, and consultants on a 
wide range of building and civil engineering 
matters, both domestically in the UK and 
internationally. He is currently advising 
the Bahrain Government’s Ministry of 
Transport & Telecommunications on the 
US $600m redevelopment of Bahrain’s 
airport in Manama. David has a wide 
experience of working on the various forms 
of international standard form contracts 
including the IChemE and FIDIC suite of 
contracts, as well as numerous bespoke 
forms of construction contract. David 
advises on the full scope of construction 
issues ranging from procurement/contract 
strategies through to dispute avoidance/
resolution. In his international work, David 
is particularly focussed on the Middle 
East region, working closely with Charles 
Russell Speechlys’ Manama and Doha 
offices, to which he is a regular visitor. 
He has delivered training on FIDIC and 
the IChemE international contracts in 
both the UK and throughout the Middle 
East region, including in Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and Syria.David is an editor of 
“Partnering and Collaborative Working” 
(published by Informa Professional).

DOUGLAS SCHRIFT is the Managing 
Director for Aon’s Construction Services 
Group CDI practice, Doug leads a national 





team of experienced construction and 
insurance industry professionals focused 
on the delivering superior results in 
supporting general contractors with 
subcontractor risk avoidance techniques 
and default loss mitigation solutions. Prior 
to joining Aon, Doug was Vice President 
and Director of Risk Finance for Lend 
Lease Americas, legacy to Bovis Lend 
Lease. In his capacity as Director of Risk 
Finance, Douglas was responsible for 
implementing risk finance strategy as well 
as insurance financial and management 
reporting, audit compliance, and analytics. 

ERIK A. SIKORSKI CPCU, AIC is a claim 
executive at Builders Insurance Group in 
Atlanta. Mr. Sikorski graduated, from The 
University of Kentucky in May, 1993 and 
has been in the Insurance industry since 
September 1993. Mr. Sikorski currently 
leads all claims handling and litigation 
arising from General Liability policies. Mr. 
Sikorski has experience in every facet of 
the property casualty industry, holding 
such positions as Assistant Vice President, 
Director Complex Claims and Litigation, 
Director National Subrogation, Regional 
Claims Manager Auto/Property, State 
Claims manager, and Claim Manager. 
Mr. Sikorski is diversely experienced 
with claims handling process from intake 
through resolution, including litigation 
through verdict and appeals. Mastery 
level understanding of Auto/GL/Property 
claims and all associated facets.

DAVID R. STECHOW is a shareholder 
with Plunkett Cooney in Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan. David focuses his practice 
in various areas of complex litigation, 
including construction law, product liability 
and fire and property damage litigation. 
He has defended builders, contractors, 
management companies, manufacturers 
and suppliers. David represents his clients 
in matters involving property and personal 
injury claims resulting from construction 
deficiencies or fire and explosions in 
residential, commercial and industrial 
settings. Many of these cases include 
property destruction or serious injury or 
death. David attended Southern Methodist 
University, and received his bachelor’s 
degree in 1992 from Michigan State 
University. He received his law degree in 
1996 from the University of Detroit Mercy 
School of Law. In 2010, he was selected 

as a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of 
America (LCA). The LCA is an honorary 
trial lawyer society. Fellowship in the LCA 
is highly selective and by invitation only. 
Fellows are selected based upon superior 
ethical reputation, as well as excellence 
and accomplishment in litigation, both 
at the trial and appellate levels.

ANNA STERN is Vice President 
of Wisconsin-based construction 
management firm, Tri-North Builders. 
She oversees daily operations of the 
national company with a focus on legal, 
insurance, and bonding matters. Prior to 
her executive position at Tri-North, she 
practiced construction law at Michael 
Best & Friedrich where she concentrated 
on contract drafting, liens, indemnity and 
insurance, disputes, claim avoidance 
and construction documentation, and 
guiding clients through the RFP process. 
Anna has been recognized with several 
awards, including the prestigious “Young 
Executive of the Year” award in 2015 
from In Business Madison Magazine. A 
sought after presenter and published 
writer, Anna received her J.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison Law 
School. She founded Tri-North’s legal 
internship program in 2012 through 
which she has mentored a number of 
law students who have since begun 
successful careers. Her husband is an 
Alderperson in Fitchburg, WI where their 
two children keep them plenty busy. 

CYNTHIA STEVENS is Associate General 
Counsel, U.S. Litigation, for Jacobs 
Engineering Group, Inc., a multifaceted 
corporation providing technical, 
professional, and construction related 
services worldwide. Jacobs has over 
60,000 employees in 250-plus offices 
across the globe. From the company’s 
headquarters in Pasadena, California, Ms. 
Stevens handles a wide range of corporate 
issues, including the management of 
litigation and claims, advising on business 
management and development, and 
contract negotiations both nationwide and 
internationally. Prior to joining Jacobs in 
2008, Ms. Stevens spent twelve years in 
private practice. She was the managing 
partner at Lax & Stevens, specializing 
in large complex construction litigation, 
representing construction clients on a 
variety of disputes related to public and 

private projects throughout California. Ms. 
Stevens and her former law partner were 
successful in achieving the largest award 
ever received by a contractor in an Office 
of Administrative Hearings proceeding. 

CHARLES A. “CHUCK” STEWART III 
is a founding partner of the Montgomery, 
Alabama office of Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP. Mr. Stewart has over 
30 years of experience defending major 
litigation involving business disputes, 
product liability, and employment cases 
have equipped him with the ability 
to develop successful strategies for 
companies to defend against high-stakes 
litigation. A veteran of numerous trials 
and litigated matters from one end of the 
country to the other, he has represented all 
sectors of industry. Mr. Stewart graduated 
with a B.A. in Political Science from the 
University of the South (“Sewanee”), and 
earned his J.D. from Cumberland School 
of Law. Chuck is listed in Alabama Super 
Lawyers, Business Litigation, 2008–2015; 
The Best Lawyers in America®, Bet-the-
Company Litigation, 2009–2016, and 
Commercial Litigation, 2007–2016, Labor 
& Employment Litigation 2015-2016, and 
Product Liability Litigation – Defendants 
2015-2016. Chuck is also listed in 
Benchmark Litigation as a “Litigation 
Star,” Alabama 2015. He is listed in The 
Best Lawyers Montgomery Litigation as 
the Labor & Employment Lawyer of the 
Year, 2015, and in The International Who’s 
Who Legal, Products Liability Defense 
Lawyers, 2011–2015. Chuck is a Past 
President of the Alabama Defense Lawyers 
Association (1989-1990), a Past Director 
of DRI’s Board of Directors (2002-2005), 
and he was Chair of ALFA International’s 
and DRI’s Product Liability Committees.

IRA SUSSMAN, Assistant Vice President, 
Claims, came to RLI in 2008, and has 
been involved in A&E claims as a defense 
attorney and claims litigation manager 
for more than 20 years. He spent eight 
years as a partner in a Chicago area law 
firm where he specialized in construction 
law, litigation and insurance coverage. 
Ira handled the defense of design defect 
and personal injury suits filed against 
architects and engineers. He also advised 
insurers on coverage issues and helped 
architects and engineers resolve disputes 
at insured construction projects. He 





also previously served as senior surety 
claims counsel with Safeco Surety, 
assessing exposure to claims presented 
by owners, general contractors and 
others in a 26-state region. Ira earned 
his law degree from the Illinois Institute of 
Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.

KELLY TERWISSCHA, CEO, Chairman 
of the Board, TWC Construction, Inc. has 
served on the national board of directors 
of the Associated Builders & Contractors 
(ABC), a construction trade association 
with over 24,000 firms represented across 
the U.S. Prior to serving on the board of 
ABC, he served as the President of the 
Minnesota chapter. He has also served 
on the National Business Development 
and the Political Action Committees for 
ABC. Graduating from Moorhead State 
University with an emphasis in Construction 
Management, Kelly is experienced in 
every stage of the construction process. 
Kelly is most involved with overseeing the 
areas of project management and control, 
administration, accounting, sales, and 
marketing. He provides top management 
through advice and direction in the 
areas of operational issues, long range 
planning and performance evaluations 
of the company. Kelly has published 
articles for Veterinary, Funeral, and Dental 
publications and has been a speaker 
for numerous Veterinary and Funeral 
Conventions throughout the US, as well 
as Construction Safety Programs for ABC. 
Kelly serves on the Willmar Economic 
Development Board and on the Advisory 
Board for Funeral Directors Magazine.

JOHN W. THODE, P. E., is a Principal 
and the Director of Development for 
Horizon. John joined Horizon in 1990, and 
in September of 1996 became an owner/
partner of Horizon. He is responsible 
for overseeing the development and 
entitlement work in the residential, 
commercial and resort divisions. John has 
incredible expertise in schedule, budget 
and cost control. He is exceptional at value 
engineering both hard and soft costs, 
and has been involved with the vision, 
concept and creation of older adult housing 
for over 20 years. John, a registered 
Professional Engineer, is an active member 
of the National Association of Home 

Builders (NAHB) and the Association 
of Builders and Contractors (ABC). He 
is a graduate of the Architectural and 
Urban Planning Program in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, as well as the Graduate School 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering in 
Madison. Since joining Horizon in 1990, 
John has been integrally involved in the 
development, design and construction of 
more than 48 commercial/retail projects 
and 50 senior apartment projects in north 
central and eastern United States.

MARK VAN DE VOORDE is the Chief 
Legal and Administrative Officer and 
Corporate Secretary of Victaulic Company 
and Victaulic International Sarl (“Victaulic”). 
Victaulic is a global leading in mechanical 
joining technologies and does business 
in more than 120 countries around the 
world. In this role, Mark deals with a wide 
array of compliance issues and regulations 
including but not limited to import-export, 
antitrust and fair trade, environmental, 
health and safety, SRO and regulatory 
approvals, and anti-corruption and anti-
money laundering. Mark holds a B.B.S. in 
Finance from the University of Iowa, a J.D. 
with high distinction from the University Of 
Iowa College Of Law, and an M.B.A. with 
honors from the University of Chicago.

DENISE J. WACHHOLZ is a Shareholder 
and Construction Practice Group Chair 
at Renaud Cook Drury Mesaros, PA, the 
ALFA International member firm in Phoenix, 
Arizona. With over 25 years of Arizona trial 
and appellate practice, and Martindale-
Hubbell’s AV rating, Ms. Wachholz’s 
practice emphasis is Complex Design 
Professional Liability and Construction 
Litigation. Ms. Wachholz obtained an 
order dismissing the Architect in Flagstaff 
Affordable Housing v. Design Alliance, 
Inc., 223 Ariz. 320, 223 P.3d 664 (2010), 
a significant published decision of the 
Arizona Supreme Court, which, as a matter 
of first impression, applied the economic 
loss rule to bar tort claims against a design 
professional. Ms. Wachholz achieved 
dismissal for the Subcontractor which 
designed and installed the metal exterior 
of the University of Phoenix NFL stadium. 
A Subrogated Property Insurer brought 
a multi-million dollar federal district court 
lawsuit to recover the cost of repairing 

storm damage alleged to be the result 
of design and construction defects. The 
District Court granted Ms. Wachholz’s 
motion to dismiss the case based on 
subrogation waivers in the prime contract 
and the subcontract. The Ninth Circuit 
affirmed the dismissal, agreeing that the 
subrogation waivers remained in force 
even though years had passed since the 
completion of construction. Travelers 
Indemn. Co. v. Crown Corr, Inc., 589 Fed. 
Appx. 828 (9th Cir. 2014). (2014). Recent 
publications include ALFA International 
50 State Compendium of Construction 
Law Issues, for which Ms. Wachholz 
served as regional editor of the 2007-
2009 publications and as a contributor 
for the 2012, 2014 and 2016 editions.

JOHN D. WACLAWSKI joined Carlisle 
Construction Materials Incorporated in 
2012 as the Vice President & General 
Counsel. In addition to managing outside 
litigation and developing legal solutions 
with senior management, Mr. Waclawski’s 
job responsibilities at Carlisle include 
addressing issues related to labor law, 
intellectual property, OSHA, state and 
federal regulations, licenses, non-disclosure 
agreements and other general contracts. 
Before accepting his position with Carlisle, 
he was a partner in a Pittsburgh law 
firm, with fifteen years of experience as 
a commercial litigator. Mr. Waclawski 
graduated from Georgetown University with 
a BA in American Government/Political 
Theory and received his law degree from 
the Duquesne University School of Law.

CHRISTOPHER R. WARD is a partner 
in the Dallas office of Strasburger & 
Price, LLP, where his practice is focused 
on construction law and construction 
litigation. He serves as Chair of Strasburger 
& Price, LLP’s Construction Practice 
Section. Chris regularly represents general 
contractors, sureties, subcontractors, 
design professionals, and owners in all 
facets of construction law, from project 
inception to completion. He is a frequent 
speaker at construction law seminars 
and is the author of numerous articles. 
He serves extensively in leadership roles 
with various industry organizations. Chris 
attended the University of Colorado where 





he earned his B.A., summa cum laude. 
He received his J.D. with honors from 
The University of Texas School of Law.

CODY WEBB has been with Zachry 
Construction Corporation since October 
2006, and currently serves as its General 
Counsel. Before joining Zachry, Cody spent 
10 years in private practice advising clients 
primarily in the areas of construction law, 
independent power projects, and corporate 
law. Cody graduated cum laude from Texas 
Tech University in 1989 with a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Mechanical Engineering, 
and in 1996 he graduated magna 
cum laude from Texas Tech University 
School of Law in Lubbock, Texas.

TED WICKENHAUSER has over 20 
years of experience in the insurance 
industry. Ted joined McCarthy Building 
Companies, Inc. in St. Louis, Missouri 5+ 
years ago as their Corporate Risk Manager 
and Claim Director. He has overseen 
the management of all insurance related 
claims against McCarthy and partners 
with McCarthy’s General Counsel Office 
and Division Operation Personnel in the 
proactive handling of such claims. He 
works closely with Outside Defense and 
Coverage Counsel, Brokers and Carriers 
in driving towards a good result for all 
interested parties. Prior to McCarthy 
Building Companies, Inc., he was National 
Vice President of Customer Experience 
and National Claims Manager at MCD 
Holdings, Inc. / Richmond American 
Homes Corp (Denver, CO), Director of 
Excess and Surplus Claims at Fireman’s 
Fund – Interstate National Corporation 
(Chicago, IL), Team Manager at Liberty 
Mutual Insurance (Englewood, CO & 
Schaumburg, IL), and Field Adjuster at 
Prudential Property & Casualty (Oak Brook, 
IL). Mr. Wickenhauser holds an M.B.A. 
with a concentration in E-Business from 
DePaul University at Chicago, IL and a B.S. 
in Business Administration-Finance from 
Northern Illinois University at DeKalb, IL. 

SPENCER WIEGARD is a partner with 
Gentry Locke and is based out of the 
firm’s Roanoke, Virginia office. He is a 
member of Gentry Locke’s Construction 
Law and Commercial Litigation practice 
groups. Spencer focuses his practice in 

the areas of construction law, construction 
litigation, and firearms law. He represents 
general contractors, subcontractors, 
trade contractors, suppliers and design 
professionals. As part of his construction 
law practice, Spencer counsels and 
advises his clients concerning a range of 
legal issues, including contract drafting 
and negotiation, mechanic’s liens, surety 
bond claims, professional and occupational 
licensing issues, OSHA issues, and 
claims. Spencer’s construction litigation 
practice involves the litigation of breach 
of contract disputes, payment disputes, 
claims, construction defect disputes, 
design defect disputes, mechanic’s lien 
enforcement actions, payment bond 
claims, OSHA enforcement actions, and 
professional and occupational regulatory 
matters. As part of his firearms law 
practice, Spencer counsels businesses 
and municipalities concerning firearms 
carry laws, firearm and ammunition 
sales, BATFE investigations, and product 
defect litigation. Spencer is a member of 
the Board of Governors for the Virginia 
State Bar Construction Law and Public 
Contracts Section, and a member of the 
Legislative Committee for the Associated 
General Contractors of Virginia, and a 
member of the Executive Committee for the 
Roanoke/Southwest Virginia District of the 
Associated General Contractors of Virginia. 

MARK E. WILKEY is Senior Associate 
General Counsel for Swift Transportation 
Company, one of the largest trucking 
companies in the United States. In that 
role he deals extensively with complex 
commercial and employment litigation, 
including class actions. He is also 
General Counsel for SME Industries, 
Inc., a structural steel fabrication and 
construction company based in Salt 
Lake City, Utah which has fabricated 
and erected structural steel for most of 
the hotels and casinos in Las Vegas as 
well as several NBA and NFL arenas and 
stadiums. Prior to his in-house work, Mark 
was in private practice in Salt Lake City, 
Phoenix and Las Vegas. Mark graduated 
from the University of Utah College of 
Law, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the 
Utah Law Review. Mark was also a clerk 
for the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

R. CRAIG WILLIAMS is an attorney and 
licensed architect, currently the Chief Legal 
Officer, Principal and Senior Vice President 
of HKS Architects, Inc., a worldwide 
architecture firm with 1000 employees 
in 28 offices. Founded in 1939, HKS 
Architects has completed projects totaling 
over $75 billion in 80 countries. Craig is a 
leader in numerous design, construction 
and legal organizations in Texas and 
nationwide, and he is a frequent author and 
professor on topics that intersect design, 
construction and law. He is the 2013-2014 
President of The Jefferson Society, Inc., 
a national network of esteemed architect-
lawyers. Craig also frequently serves as 
a Construction Law Arbitrator with the 
American Arbitration Association. Before 
joining HKS, Craig was a partner in a 
prestigious Dallas law firm specializing in 
design professional law. Prior to law school, 
Craig practiced architecture as a designer, 
project architect and construction contract 
administrator on residential, hospitality and 
retail projects. Craig earned his Master of 
Architecture degree from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and his law degree 
from Southern Methodist University.

THOMAS ZAWISTOWSKI, AIC, is 
Assistant Vice President, Claims at 
IronShore. He manages the Architects 
& Engineers Professional Liability claims 
for IronShore worldwide. Mr. Zawistowski 
has thirty-years of experience handling 
claims at insurance carriers of various 
sizes. In 1996, he earned the designation 
of Associate in Claims (“AIC”) and is a 
licensed adjuster in several states. He has 
been a Claims Manager on National and 
Regional levels. He has adjusted claims 
for Fiduciary, Errors & Omission, EPL, 
Professional Liability, Directors & Officers, 
Architects & Engineers, Construction 
Defect, Long Haul Trucking including 
intermodal transport claims, Environmental 
and other commercial and personal 
insurance claims. Mr. Zawistowski has 
handled these types of claims in multiple 
jurisdictions throughout the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. He also designed 
and managed matters as an Engineering 
Tech with the Army Corp of Engineers.
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PROGRAM INFORMATION
MEETING LOCATION
Terranea Resort 
100 Terranea Way 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California 90275 
Tel: (310) 265-2800 
www.terranea.com

REGISTRATION
ATTENDANCE IS OPEN ONLY TO MEMBERS OF ALFA INTERNATIONAL AND THEIR INVITED GUESTS.  
ALL EVENTS ARE FOR AGES 21+

ATTIRE
The attire for the educational sessions and social events throughout the conference is resort/business casual.

CLE CREDIT
ALFA International certifies that this program has been approved for a total of 7.0 hours of CLE credit in the States of Illinois and 
California. If you need credit in another state, please contact that state bar regarding the necessary requirements to obtain CLE 
credit. A packet of CLE information, along with a CA certificate of attendance, will be distributed at the seminar which should help 
you apply individually to your state. ALFA International staff are available to assist if you have any difficulty.

CONTACT ALFA INTERNATIONAL

ALFA International 
980 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 1180 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Tel: 312.642.ALFA (2532) 
Fax: 312.642.5346 
www.alfainternational.com

PROGRAM CONTACT
Stacy Culp 
sculp@alfainternational.com


