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ALABAMA BANKRUPTCY JUDGES 
 
 
 

 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

 
HENRY A. CALLAWAY    “HAC” 
JERRY C. OLDSHUE    “JCO” 

 
 
 
 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 
 

WILLIAM S. SAWYER    “WSS” 
BESS P. CRISWELL     “BPC” 

 
 
 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 
 

JAMES J. ROBINSON (Eastern Division)    “JJR” 
JENNIFER H. HENDERSON (Western Division)   “JHH” 
CLIFTON R. JESSUP (Northern Division)    “CRJ” 
TAMARA O. MITCHELL (Southern Division)   “TOM” 
D. SIMS CRAWFORD (Southern Division)    “DSC” 
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EXPEDITED 
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ATTORNEY 
EMPLOYMENT 

SPECIAL 
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ATTORNEY 

MAINTAIN 
BANK 
ACCOUNTS 

ALLOW 
TELEPHONIC 
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COMBINE 
D/S AND 
PLAN 
HEARINGS 

PRACTICE 
POINTERS 

 
HAC Yes Set for hearing Not usually 

requested 
Have allowed 
on motion filed 
where no 
objections 
 

Yes, but no 
witness 
examination by 
phone 
 
 
  

Yes; about 60 
days from filing 
date; DIP 
counsel files a 
case 
management 
summary form 

Rarely 
requested, 
generally think 
separate 
hearings better 

Try to keep 
cases moving 
and not allow 
one to linger 
with no progress 
being made 
 
 
 
 

JCO Yes Set for hearing If requested may 
allow if BA 
approves; have 
allowed 80% of 
fees, and 100% of 
expenses on 
monthly basis 
subject to interim 
compensation 
applications being 
filed and approved 
 
 
 

Yes, if 
requested, and 
no BA 
objection 

Yes, but no 
witness 
examination by 
phone 
 
 
 
 
 

Generally do not 
set, and do not 
early on impose 
deadline for 
filing D/S and 
Plan; if case is 
inactive too long 
may set for 
status 

Will allow if 
requested and 
appropriate 

Recommend 
DIP counsel be 
realistic and 
candid about 
timeline in case, 
including filing 
D/S and Plan 

WSS 
 

Yes if 
appropriate 

Set for hearing Will consider in 
big cases; not 
inclined in smaller 
cases 

No Yes, but no 
witness 
examination by 
phone 

Not as a rule, 
but if lingering 
or not moving, 
will set status 
hearing 

No Early on, give 
Judge an 
overview and 
summary of 
what actions 
plan to do 
differently from 
pre-petition to 
exit bankruptcy 
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BPC Yes, if 

appropriate 
basis provided 

Set for hearing Most cases fee 
applications filed 
per Code and Rules 

No Yes, but no 
witness 
examination by 
phone, and 
generally not for 
evidentiary 
hearings or trials 

Yes, usually 
about 3 – 4 
months after 
filing of case 

Not seen this 
requested 

No use of cash 
collateral by 
DIP unless and 
until motion 
filed and order 
entered; follow-
up and be sure 
orders are 
submitted when 
requested and 
are entered 
 
 

JJR Yes, if 
additional 
notice is 
approved 
would enter 
conditional 
order 

Set for hearing If requested would 
allow, most file 
interim 
applications per 
Code & Rules 

Generally, BA 
objects and 
prefers new 
accounts be 
opened 

Yes, if hearing 
expected to be less 
than 30 minutes, 
but no witness 
examination 

Not generally Rarely 
requested, and 
generally think 
it is not good 
practice 

Chapter 11 
cases should 
move along to 
prevent costs 
becoming too 
high or allowing 
creditors to lose 
interest 
 
 

JHH Yes Set for hearing Generally, fee 
applications 
pursuant to Code 
and Rules 

Yes, if 
requested and 
no BA 
objection 

Yes, but no 
witness 
examination 

Yes, per 
Operating Order, 
a S/C set for 90 
days from filing, 
and D/S and 
Plan to be filed 
within 120 days 
of filing, or file 
a report why not 
filed 

Would if 
requested, no 
objections, and 
appropriate 

If have 
scheduling 
questions or 
issues, call the 
courtroom 
deputy; if have 
any filing issues 
re: first day 
matters, call the 
Clerk’s Office if 
the courtroom 
deputy is not 
available 
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CRJ Yes, if 

requested 
Set for hearing Allow if requested Yes, if 

requested and 
no objection 

Movant must 
appear in person; 
attorneys may 
listen or monitor 
on phone but no 
witness 
examination, and 
no arguments 

Yes 30 days 
after the case 
filed, then set 
claims bar date 
and deadlines 
for filing D/S 
and Plan 

Would 
consider if 
requested, and 
if appropriate 
circumstances  

Pay attention to 
the exclusivity 
period (different 
from deadlines 
set for D/S and 
Plan); if creditor 
objects to 
extension of 
period, court 
will ask if going 
to file a plan, 
and if not, why 
not 
 

TOM Yes Sometime done 
by negative 
notice, but 
sometimes set for 
hearing 
 
 

Will consider in 
big cases, generally 
not allowed in 
others 

Yes, if agreed 
to with BA 

Yes, but no 
witness 
examination by 
phone 
 

Not generally 
unless requested 
 
 

Consider if 
requested 

Request 
expedited 
hearing only 
when necessary; 
file all pleadings 
before a hearing 
allowing ample 
time for Judge 
to review 

DSC Yes Set for hearing Allow 80% fees 
and 100% expenses 
monthly if 
requested and 
subject to fee 
applications being 
filed pursuant to 
Code and Rules 

Yes, if 
requested and 
no BA 
objection 
 

Yes, on occasion 
prefer appearance 
in person 
 
 

Not been 
necessary thus 
far 

Would if 
requested 

File all first day 
motions timely 
and at the same 
time to allow 
for a minimum 
24-hour notice 
on first day 
hearing; do not 
want cases to 
linger without 
reporting to 
Court or taking 
appropriate 
actions 
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